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2nd of March, 2022   
            
To: Mr. Husain Al Musallam, FINA President  
       FINA Member Federations 
 
Dear Mr. FINA President,   
Dear Aquatic Community, 
                
The Ukrainian Swimming Federation has taken note of and supports FINA's decision not to 
hold international water sports competitions in Russia and Belarus, including the cancellation 
of the World Junior Swimming Championships 2022 in Kazan. We also welcome the decision 
to withdraw the FINA’s Order awarded to Putin in 2014.  
At the same time, respecting all FINA rules and policies on non-intervention of politics in 
sports and non-discrimination in water sports, the Ukrainian Swimming Federation insists on 
adopting by FINA of a decision to completely ban the participation of the teams, athletes and 
officials from Russia and Belarus in FINA competitions.  
Otherwise, participation even in a neutral status those teams and athletes will be able to receive 
financial support and prize money from their governments and FINA, which is in fact 
discriminates Ukrainian athletes deprived of possibility and conditions to prepare themselves 
for the FINA World Championship 2022 in Budapest.  
Moreover, due to the Russian invasion and high threat to the life of our athletes and coaches 
during their transportation to the western border through the territory of Ukraine, our athletes 
and coaches cannot take the advantage of invitations from many FINA member federations to 
stay and training temporarily in those countries.  
Such a situation, as a result of Russia's military invasion of Ukraine with the assistance of the 
government of Belarus, should be displayed on the representatives of the aggressor countries. 
Today, when the Ukrainian children die under the Russia’s shelling of the civilian population 
and there are already injured coaches and athletes the Ukrainian Swimming Federation appeals 
to FINA and its members to immediately ban participation of the athletes, teams and 
officials from Russia and Belarus in any FINA events and in any status like many other 
international sport federations.  
The rudest violations of the international law and sport principles require an adequate response 
from the governing body of the World Aquatics.  
With this call for action, we do not express a hostile attitude towards the athletes or officials 
from Russia and Belarus. We hope for their active position to stop the aggression against 
Ukraine and return the future sports activities on an equal footing. 
                
Sincerely Yours   
                
President of the    
Ukrainian Swimming Federation                                                                          Andrii Vlaskov   
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